Pathology of the jaw: the importance of radiographs.
High-quality radiographs are essential in diagnosing pathology of the jaw. When appropriate radiographs are not submitted to the pathologist along with a biopsy specimen, misdiagnosis and mismanagement may occur. In this case study, we highlight the complementary value of panoramic and intraoral radiographs in allowing a definitive diagnosis of a mixed lesion of the jaw and preventing inappropriate treatment. Although many general dental practitioners tend to refer potential bony pathology, they should acquire and communicate high-quality radiographic information to specialty providers so that a precise diagnosis can be made.